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Arsenic Treatment Systems in Hopewell Township, N.J. 

Hopewell Township, N.J. 

• Located in Mercer County, New Jersey  

• Population of ~ 17,000 

• Has an ordinance requiring arsenic treatment 
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http://tinyurl.com/HopewellWater 

 

– Testing 
• Homeowners: PWTA list during house sale 

• Renters/Landlords: Change in tenancy or 

– Annually: Total coliform 

– Tri-Annually: VOC, Lead, Arsenic, Gross Alpha, Cadmium 

– Whole-house treatment system (Point of Entry) for any 
contaminants that exceed primary standards 

– Post-installation test sent to health dept. 

– Deed Amendment  

– Maintenance Contract 

Hopewell Township Requires: 
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http://tinyurl.com/HopewellWater 
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Is Hopewell’s Ordinance Working? 

• In other NJ towns, 
homeowners are likely to 
install a single tank 
system. 

• 80 % of the homes with 
treatment systems in 
Hopewell exceed the MCL 
in their raw water 

• 25% of the homes exceed 
the standard after one 
treatment tank 

• 7% exceed the MCL after 
a second tank 

• All homes that have a 
reverse osmosis back-up 
system have arsenic at 
non-detect levels 

Proportion of Water Samples Exceeding the MCL at Each 
Sampling Location 

Yes! 
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MCL Exceedances by Well Owner Characteristics 

0% 
7% 
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121 lifetime cancer 
cases (1.7 cases/year) 

1 Arsenic Tank 

No Treatment 

2 Arsenic Tanks 

2 Arsenic Tanks 
and R.O. 

40 cancer cases 
(0.57 cases/year) 

16 cancer cases 
(0.22 cases/year) 

Less than 1 cancer case 

Excess Lifetime Bladder and Lung Cancer 
Risk for Hopewell Township due to Arsenic in 

Drinking Water 
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Hopewell’s ordinance will reduce the incidence of excess 
lifetime (70-year) arsenic-related bladder and lung cancers from 
121 (1.7 cancer cases/year) to 16 (0.2 cancer cases/year) 

preventing 105 lifetime cancer cases in 70 years (1.5 
cases/year) 

 

Because the high risk of cancer from arsenic can be mitigated 

with effective arsenic water treatment systems, this 
ordinance should be considered a model for other 
municipalities.  

 

Summary 
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Questions/Contact Info 

Megan Rockafellow-Baldoni, PhD, MPH 

 

Megan.Rockafellow-Baldoni@dep.nj.gov 

609-633-1011 


